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The  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  program- 
mes and  projects.  Donations  and  be- 
quests of  funds  or  property  receive 
the  tax  benefit  of  a  donation  to  the 
Crown. 

Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year.  It 
entitles  a  supporter  to  receive  the 
Foundation's  quarterly  magazine 
which  includes  notices  of  Foundation 
activities  and  forthcoming  exhibi- 
tions at  the  Foundation's  office  and 
gallery  and  heritage  activities 
throughout  the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact  the 
Foundation's  office  with  their  en- 
quiries, news  and  information  of  sub- 
jects and  events  which  they  want  to 
share  through  the  pages  of  the 
magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 

Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a  part 
of  a  corner  or  angle  in  a  wall; 
specifically  such  a  stone  laid  at  a 
formal  ceremony  or;  the  most  basic 
element;  the  foundation  of. 
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COVER  PHOTO:  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Mission, 
Falher.  The  two-storey  building,  built  by  the 
congregation  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
Augusta  Dumas,  in  1914,  solved  the  problem  of 
providing  both  a  church  and  a  priest's  residence  in 
the  newly  established  settlement  of  Falher.  A  grant 
of  $27,500  to  restore  the  building  has  been 
provided  by  the  Foundation.  (Designated  an 
historic  resource  in  1978.) 
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BOARD  APPOINTMENTS 


The  following  appointments  have 
been  made  to  the  Board  of  the  Foun- 
dation: 

Acting  Chairman,  Hugh  Craig,  has 
been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Board 
for  a  one-year  term. 

Betty  Gaudin,  Beaverlodge,  has 

LLOYD  FRENCH 

Lloyd  French  was  born  and  raised  in 
Fairview.  After  war  service  he  owned 
and  operated  a  hardware  store  in 
Fairview  until  taking  over  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Municipality  of  Fair- 
view,  a  position  he  has  held  for  many 
years. 

He  has  been  active  in  many  com- 
munity organizations  and  as  an 
advisory  member  of  the  Dunvegan 
Historical  Society. 

YVETTE  VINCENT 

For  many  years  Yvette  Vincent  and 
her  husband  farmed  at  Egg  Lake  where 
she  was  born.  Since  1958  she  has 
resided  in  Bonnyville,  where  she 
worked  as  a  secretary  and  as  a  Manager 
of  Sears  until  her  retirement. 

She  is  an  artist  and  a  member  of  the 
Fine  Arts  Society.  Community- 
minded,  she  has  served  on  the 
executive  of  many  organizations. 

CLEMENT  RED  VERS  PERRY 

Except  for  his  war  service  and 
extensive  world  travels,  Redvers 
Perrry,  who  was  born  in  Calgary,  has 
lived  on  his  farm  at  Balzac. 

Redvers  is  well  known  for  his 
involvement  in  Alberta  history  and 
numerous  agricultural  and  community 
organizations.  He  received  the 
Foundation's  Honorable  Mention 
Award  in  1985. 


been  reappointed  for  a  three-year  term. 

Three  new  appointments  to  the  board 
for  three-year  terms  are: 
Lloyd  French,  Fairview 
Yvette  Vincent,  Bonnyville 
Redvers  Perry,  Balzac. 
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Lottery  Funding  Increased 


The  Honourable  Mr.  Greg  Stevens, 
Minister  of  Culture  and  Multi- 
culturalism,  has  recently  announced  an 
increase  in  allocation  of  Lottery 
funding  to  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation.  The  increased 
Lottery  funding  will  bring  the  total 
annual  allocation  to  the  Foundation 
from  $1  million  to  $2.85  million. 

The  new  allocation  will  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  following  organizations  and 
programmes: 
•  Fort  Macleod 

Historical  Area  $  375,000 


Alberta  Museums 
Association 
Alberta  Main  Street 
Programme 
Non-profit 
Organizations 
Architectural 
Preservation 
Heritage  Awareness 
Research,  Planning 
and/or  Feasibility 
Studies 

Administration 
Total  Allocation 


800,000 

425,000 

50,000 

700,000 
240,000 


100,000 
160,000 

$2,850,000 


The  Foundation's 
Annual  General  Meeting 


A  well  attended  Annual  General 
Meeting  of  the  Foundation  was  held  on 
Saturday,  April  16th,  1988,  in  the 
Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel,  Edmon- 
ton. Many  people  arrived  Friday  to  take 
advantage  of  an  antique  bus  ride  to  Old 
Strathcona  to  enjoy  dinner  and  live 
theatre  at  the  Waterdale  Theatre. 

The  three  Saturday  morning  his- 
torical tours,  conducted  by  well- 
informed  tour  guides,  attracted  a  large 
number  of  interested  people. 

Exhibits  by  eleven  historical  organ- 
izations were  displayed  on  the  second 
floor  foyer  of  the  hotel  throughout  the 
meeting. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting,  held 
Saturday  morning,  got  off  to  a  good 
start  with  warm  greetings  from  both 
Esther  Brown,  Director  of  Programs, 
and  Chairman  Hugh  Craig,  who  then 
conducted  the  rest  of  the  meeting. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five 
people  attended  the  Saturday  evening 


banquet  in  the  Renaissance  Ballroom. 
Good  food  was  enjoyed  to  the  music  of 
a  Metis-dressed  fiddler. 

Master  of  ceremonies  for  the  evening 
was  Duncan  Fraser,  Heritage  Officer, 
City  of  Edmonton.  Head  table  guests, 
Mr.  Bruce  Duncan,  brought  greetings 
from  the  City  of  Edmonton,  while  Mr. 
Roy  Brassard,  M.L.A.  Olds-Didsbury, 
brought  greetings  from  the  province. 

Guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Colin 
Campbell,  Director  of  British 
Columbia's  Heritage  Conservation 
Board. 

Highlight  of  the  evening  was  the 
1988  Heritage  Award  presentations 
presented  by  Chairman  Hugh  Craig  and 
Mr.  Roy  Brassard,  M.L.A.  Olds- 
Didsbury. 

The  meeting  concluded  Sunday 
morning  with  a  brunch  with  the 
Honourable  Greg  Stevens,  Minister  of 
Culture  and  Multiculturalism. 
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Medicine  Hat 
Main  Street  Rehabilitation 


Turpin  Hewitt  Stewart  and  Tweed 
Block,  circa  1914,  courtesy  The 
Medicine  Hat  Museum  Archives.  Note 
the  gaslights  suspended  over  the  store- 
front. 


The  three  building  before  rehabili- 
tation in  1986. 


The  project  at  completion  in  1987.  The 
second  floor  office  space  of  the  Turpin 
Block  (with  oval  windows)  is  now 
rented  for  the  first  time  in  fifteen  years. 


The  Medicine  Hat  Downtown 
Project,  initiated  in  1986  as  a  joint 
undertaking  by  the  DBRZ  (Downtown 
Revitalization  Zone  Association),  The 
City  of  Medicine  Hat  and  Main  Street 
Canada,  was  designated  as  a  special 
project  of  the  Alberta  Main  Street  Pro- 
gramme in  1987,  under  terms  of  the 
historic  agreement  between  the 
Foundation,  Alberta  Culture  and 
Multiculturalism  and  The  Heritage 
Canada  Foundation. 

In  1987,  a  significant  rehabilitation 
and  restoration  project,  costing 
$75,000,  was  funded  jointly  by  the 
Foundation,  Alberta  Culture  and 
Multiculturalism,  Canada  Job  Strategy 
Sec.  38  and  the  property  owners.  Lome 
Simpson  of  Simpson  Roberts  Wappel 
was  the  project  architect. 

Located  on  a  fine  and  largely  intact 
block  of  Main  Street,  these  three  com- 
mercial buildings  were  all  built  within  a 
close  time  frame  during  the  Laurier 
boom  days. 

They  were  all  designed  by  the  same 
architect,  William  T.  Williams,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  majority  of 
heritage  structures  still  standing  in 
downtown  Medicine  Hat.  They  illus- 
trate the  visual  harmony  that  can  occur 
between  district  buildings  while 
maintaining  a  sense  of  individuality. 

The  Turpin  Block  (far  left  with  oval 
windows)  was  constructed  in  1906  as  a 
home  for  a  men's  clothing  store.  In 
1907  the  Hewitt  Block  was  completed 
(far  right)  and  for  many  years  housed 
Hewitt's  Hardware.  In  1910  the  gap 
between  these  two  buildings  was  filled 
by  the  Stewart  and  Tweed  Block  which 
housed  a  department  store.  Williams 
united  the  design  of  all  three  buildings 
with  a  pressed  metal  cornice  and  central 
pediment.       (Continued  on  Page  6) 
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(Continued  from  Page  5) 

This  successful  benchmark  demon- 
stration rehabilitation  of  commercial 
buildings  generated  tremendous 
enthusiasm  amongst  downtown 
merchants  and  has  had  important 
results  for  the  future  of  Main  Street 
heritage  in  Medicine  Hat. 

This  year  a  grant  of  $8,000  was 
awarded  to  the  DBRZ  Project  for 
studies  to  undertake  facade  rehabilit- 
ation of  an  additional  eight  historic 
buildings. 

In  April,  the  Minister  of  Culture  and 
Multiculturalism,  directed  the  Alberta 
Main  Street  Programme  to  provide 


assistance  to  the  Medicine  Hat  DBRZ 
to  continue  the  restoration  programme 
to  the  end  of  1989. 

On  June  18th,  Hugh  Craig,  Chair- 
man of  the  Foundation,  presented  a 
$25,000  grant  to  the  DBRZ  as  part  of 
the  City  of  Medicine  Hat's  official 
downtown  opening  ceremonies 
celebrating  the  revitalization. 

Interpretative  tours  of  downtown 
Medicine  Hat's  historic  Main  Street 
area  are  available  by  contacting  Sandy 
Aumonier,  DBRZ  Project  Manager,  at 
(403)  529-2575. 
Robert  Graham,  Director  of 
The  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme 


THANK  YOU  MEMBERS 

As  of  March  31st,  1988,  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  has  received  $2,711.00  in  donations.  To  show  the 
Foundation's  appreciation  for  the  increasing  number  of  donations,  a 
donors'  list  will  be  published  along  with  the  1988  Annual  Report. 


Lac  La  Biche  Inn  Destroyed 


Alberta  lost  one  of  its  unique  historic 
resources  when  fire  destroyed  the  Lac 
La  Biche  Inn  recently.  Built  in  1914  of 
local  lakeshore  stone,  it  was  one  of  the 
few  buildings  to  survive  the  fire  that 
destroyed  the  town  of  Lac  La  Biche  in 
1919. 

The  local  landmark  was  believed  to 
be  the  only  resort  hotel  ever  built  by  the 
Alberta  &  Great  Waterway  Railway 
(Northern  Alberta  Railway)  and  it  was 


the  only  resort  hotel  of  its  style  in  the 
province. 

After  serving  as  a  hospital  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  Inn  was  in  the 
process  of  being  renovated  by  the  Town 
of  Lac  La  Biche  for  a  cultural  centre.  It 
was  designated  a  provincial  historic 
resource  in  1977. 
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The  Doug  Light  Collection 


The  Doug  Light  Collection,  a 
privately  owned  collection  of  Plains 
Indian  ethnographic  material,  has 
recently  been  purchased  by  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation. 

The  collection  is  the  only  known 
privately  held  assembly  of  mid-to-late 
1800's  material  culture  items  pertain- 
ing to  the  Plains  Cree,  Assiniboine, 
Blackfoot,  Saulteaux,  Sarcee,  Sioux 
and  Plains  Ojibwa  at  a  time  of  early 
contact  with  European  culture. 

The  importance  of  the  collection  is 
the  age  and  excellent  condition  of  the 
items,  the  historical  significance  of  the 
material  in  relation  to  the  North-West 
Rebellion,  the  detailed  documentation 
accompanying  the  artifacts  and  the 
strong  focus  on  one  cultural  group  at  a 
criticaTtime  in  their  history. 

The  collection  consists  of  200  items 
—  headdresses,  Weetigo  costumes, 
stone  bundles,  Thirst  Dance  material, 
ceremonial  rattles  and  tongs,  clothing, 
smoking  and  medicine  pipes,  stone 
tools,  treaty  and  trade  items.  Important 
data  associated  with  the  artifacts  in- 
cludes files,  photographs,  oral  histories 
and  songs. 

Fred  Light  began  collecting  the  items 
at  the  turn  of  the  century  and  was  later 
joined  in  his  activities  by  his  son  Doug, 
who  was  a  professional  ethnologist  for 
twenty-nine  years. 

Many  of  the  artifacts  are  from  some 
of  the  most  prominent  native  leaders 
involved  directly  in  the  North-West 
Rebellion  of  1885  —  Chiefs  Big  Bear 
and  Fine  Day  (the  latter  being  Pound- 
maker's  War  Chief  at  the  Battle  of  Cut 
Knife  Hill),  Yellow  Mud  Blanket  and 
Bluenose  (Poundmaker's  brothers  who 
took  part  in  the  Rebellion)  and  Chiefs 
Loud  Voice,  Big  Belly  and  Poor  Man. 

This  precious  collection,  highly 
sought  after  by  foreign  buyers,  is 
housed  in  the  Provincial  Museum  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton. 


Beaded  dress  shirt 


Weetigo  costume 


The  Cornerstone,  Page  7 


APPLICATION  GRANTS  APP 

103  grant  applications  were  received  by  the  Fc 
totalling  $477 ,758 .57  were  approved  by  the  Board  of  tl 
funded  for  each  category  are  listed  as  follows: 

5  Feasibility  and  Planning  Studies     $  38,000.00 
20  Historic  Resource  Preservation  275,200.00 
9  Workshops,  Seminars,  Conferences  32,025.25 


6  Research 

The  following  are  examples  of  pro- 
jects being  funded: 


29,961.00 


liifatl 


DIPLOMAT  COAL  MINE  SITE, 

near  Forestburg.  $10,000  to  conduct  a 
feasibility  study  on  the  development 
potential  of  converting  the  mine  into  a 
surface  mining  Museum/Interpretative 
Centre. 


ANDERSON  APARTMENTS, 

Calgary.  $15,000  to  conduct  a  survey 
to  assess  the  level  of  deterioration  of  the 
cornice  system  and  the  restoration  of 
the  cornices  and  window  sills. 
(Designated  a  provincial  historic 
resource  in  1988.) 


THE  OLD  MILL  (CAMROSE 
OFFICE  TOWERS).  $10,000  to- 
wards a  proposed  study  to  evaluate  the 
building  in  terms  of  energy  needs, 
windows  and  mechanical  systems 
upgrading.  (Designated  a  provincial 
historic  resource  in  1985.) 


FORT  SASKATCHEWAN  CN 
STATION.  $10,000  towards  renovat- 
ing and  restoring  the  architectural, 
structural  and  mechanical  systems  of 
the  Station. 
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)VED  BY  THE  FOUNDATION 

ation  by  the  February  1st,  1988,  deadline.  75  of  these, 
^undation.  The  number  of  applications  and  the  amounts 


5  Special  Historical  Societies  13,823.07 

3  Cemeteries  5,300.00 

18  Publications  48,963.00 

9  Heritage  Awareness  34,486.25 


AMISK  PARK  LUTHERAN 
CHURCH,  Amisk.  $20,000  to  stabil- 
ize the  foundation  system  and  structural 
stability  of  the  building. 


ST.  MICHAEL'S  ANGLICAN 
CHURCH,  Canmore.  $10,000  to 
conduct  an  engineering  study  to 
determine  the  present  condition  of  the 
main  church  building  (built  in  1898) 
and  its  restoration  costs. 


$50,000  towards  restoration  and  pre-  TRINITY  UNITED  CHURCH, 

servation  costs  of  the  exterior/interior  Calgary.  $3,000  to  publish  a  church 

of  the  store.  (Designated  a  provincial  history  celebrating  its  75th  anni- 

historic  resource.)  versary. 
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SISTERS  OF  CHARITY 


Photo  Credit:  Provincial  Archives  of  Alberta 


Besides  their  duties  of  the  school,  the 
Chapel  and  kitchen,  the  Sisters  also 
assisted  in  the  seeding  and  harvesting 
of  the  Mission's  wheat  and  potatoes. 

Their  adaptation  and  attitude  to  the 
hard  labour  and  scarcity  of  food  of  the 
Mission  is  summed  up  by  the  following 
quotation  by  Sister  Charlebois,  who 
visited  the  mission  in  1880:  "Our 
sisters  have  aged  much  ..."  When  she 
asked  one  of  the  Sisters  about  the 
scrupulous  frugality  which  prevaded 
their  daily  life,  the  Sister  replied,  "real 
poverty  is  the  best  economy!" 

The  Grey  Nuns  remained  in  Lac  La 
Biche  until  they  moved  on  to  Saddle 
Lake  in  1898.  Les  Filles  de  Jesus 
arrived  at  the  mission  in  1905  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  their  predecessors. 

The  Grey  Nuns  played  an  important 
role  in  missionary  efforts  of  the 
Canadian  North  West,  particularly  in 
the  fields  of  health  care,  child  care  and 
education.  This  year  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  celebrate  their  250th 
anniversary. 

Condensed  from  material  submitted  by 
Mike  Maccagno  and  his  son  Tom. 
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By  the  summer  of  1860  after  eight 
years  of  laborious  endeavor,  Father 
Tissot  and  Father  Maisonneuve  felt 
their  two-storey,  stone  mission  was 
ready  to  be  used  as  a  school  to  educate 
the  native  children  of  Lac  La  Biche. 
With  the  help  of  Bishop  Tach+e,  the 
Fathers  were  able  to  recruit  Reverend 
Sister  Guenette,  Sister  Daunais  and 
Sister  Tisseur,  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
Montreal  for  their  mission,  Notre 
Dame  des  Victoires. 

Leaving  Montreal  May  20th,  1862, 
they  arrived  in  St.  Boniface  June  7th, 
where  they  rested  before  leaving  for 
Lac  La  Biche  on  July  8th.  For  this 
journey  each  of  the  Sisters  was  given 
charge  of  her  own  cart  and  oxen. 

On  the  evening  of  August  26th,  the 
Sisters  arrived  at  Lac  La  Biche,  to  a 
mission  that  was  unfinished,  un- 
furnished and  without  comfort  of  any 
kind.  They  aroused  a  great  deal  of 
curiosity  amongst  the  native  inhab- 
itants who  wanted  to  see  them,  to  talk  to 
them  and  particularly  to  watch  them 
through  their  curtainless  windows.  By 
the  end  of  the  summer  ten  new  homes 
were  built  around  the  mission. 


Items  of  Interest 


HAULTAIN  AWARD  WON 
BY  DR.  GRANT  MacEWAN 

The  Foundation's  Honorary  Chair- 
man, Dr.  Grant  MacEwan,  has  recently 
been  awarded  a  Frederick  Haultain 
Award  for  his  contribution  in  the  fields 
of  education  and  the  humanities. 

A  great  admirer  of  Frederick  Haul- 
tain,  after  whom  this  award  was 
named,  Dr.  MacEwan  counts  among 
his  many  published  books  a  biography 
of  this  important  territorial  government 
leader  from  Fort  Macleod. 

The  Foundation  congratulates  Dr. 
MacEwan  on  this  well-earned  award. 

CHAIRMAN,  HUGH  CRAIG, 
AWARDED 

Hugh  Craig,  Fort  Macleod,  recently 
won  the  1987  Heritage  Tourism 
Award,  sponsored  by  the  Tourism 
Industry  Association  of  Alberta  and 
Alberta  Culture  and  Multiculturalism. 

This  award  is  given  to  recognize  an 
outstanding  individual  or  group  who 
has  contributed  to  heritage  develop- 
ment within  the  province  for  the  better- 
ment of  Alberta's  tourism  industry. 

Hugh  Craig  was  honoured  for  his 
contribution  to  developing  Head- 
Smashed-In  Buffalo  Jump. 

THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  ALBERTA 
AWARD  OF  HONOUR 

William  E.  Peters,  Calgary,  winner 
of  the  Foundation's  1988  Heritage 
Service  (Province-wide  Volunteer) 
Award,  was  presented  with  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Alberta's  Award  of 
Honour  at  its  Annual  General  Meeting 
and  Banquet  in  Banff,  May  7th,  1988. 

The  award  is  given  in  recognition  of 
an  individual's  outstanding  contribu- 
tion to  the  history  of  Alberta. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  ALBERTA 
EXECUTIVE  1988-89 

The  following  people  were  elected  to 
the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta's 
Executive  at  its  Annual  General  Meet- 
ing in  Banff,  May  6th,  1988: 
Grant  Weber,  Calgary 

President 
Jack  Fitzsimonds,  Edmonton 

Vice  President 
Enid  Fitzsimonds,  Edmonton 

Secretary 
Fred  Holberton,  Calgary 

Treasurer 

THE  CLAY  INDUSTRY 
INTERPRETATIVE  CENTRE, 
MEDICINE  HAT 

The  Clay  Industry  Interpretative 
Centre,  located  at  Medalta  Avenue  and 
Highway  41,  will  be  sponsoring  self- 
guided  tours  during  the  summer. 

The  tours  will  involve  six  different 
sites  related  to  the  bricks,  potteries  and 
china  manufacturing  areas  of  the 
National  Historic  Medalta  Potteries 
Site. 

Brochures  may  be  picked  up  at  the 
Interpretative  Centre. 

For  further  information  contact: 
Arne  Handley,  527-5316  or  Dianne 
Finch,  Secretary,  Friends  of  Medalta 
Society,  249  -  11th  Street  S.W., 
Medicine  Hat  T1A  4S5.  Telephone 
(403)  526-3316. 
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EXPLORE  THE  PATHS 
OF  HISTORY  WITH 
HISTORIC  TOURS  IN  1988 

A  truly  unique  concept  in  touring. 
Historic  Tours  specialized  service 
helps  you  discover  the  past  by  setting 
the  stage  for  a  re-creation  of  events 
significant  to  the  West.  All  tours  are 
guided  by  professional  historians  who 
take  you  back  to  earlier  days  through 
commentary,  visiting  backroad  sites 
and  dining  pioneer-style  enroute. 
Featured  also  are  superior  accom- 
modations and  deluxe  coach  transpor- 
tation. 

The  following  trips  are  offered  by 
Historic  Tours  this  summer: 
Fort  Benton  August  12-14 

Dinosaur  Daze         June  11-12 
Dinosaur  Daze         September  17-18 
Fort  Vermilion 

Special  Expedition  July  17-23 
Native  Peoples        July  1 1 
Native  Peoples         August  28 

For  further  information  and  booking, 
contact  Historic  Tours  Calgary  Office 
(403)  265-6589  or  276-2437. 

HELL'S  HALF  ACRE 
INTERPRETATIVE  CENTRE 

There  is  excitement  in  Turner  Valley 
these  days  over  the  possibility  that  the 
proposed  Hell's  Half  Acre  Interpre- 
tative Centre  may  become  a  reality. 

The  first  major  hurdle  was  overcome 
when  Alberta  Culture  accepted  the 
donation  of  land,  equipment  and  an 
unspecified  "maintenance  fund"  from 
the  plant  owners. 

According  to  Vicky  Adamson- 
Prohaszka,  mayor  of  Turner  Valley, 
the  takeover  of  the  site  by  the  govern- 
ment "acknowledges  the  site  is 
important  and  should  be  preserved." 

It  is  expected  the  government  will 
designate  the  site  of  the  Madison 


Natural  Gas  an  historic  resource.  Once 
this  is  done,  financing  of  the  project 
will  be  sought  from  both  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments,  the  oil  and  gas 
industry  and  local  fundraising. 

The  proposed  centre  would  act  as 
both  a  major  tourist  attraction  and  as  a 
catalyst  for  major  economic  growth  in 
the  depressed  Turner  Valley  region. 

Larry  Clausen,  a  director  of  the 
Turner  Valley  Oilfield  Society,  said 
ideally  a  ceremonial  sod-turning  for  the 
project  should  be  held  in  1989  to  co- 
incide with  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
Dingham  No.  1  well. 

—  condensed  from  The  Calgary 
Herald,  May  3,  1988 

NEW  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Mr.  Don  Belanger,  formerly  of 
Grande  Prairie,  was  appointed  Execu- 
tive Director  of  the  Old  Strathcona 
Foundation,  May  1,  1988. 

Before  taking  on  his  new  position, 
Mr.  Belanger  was  manager  of  the 
Grande  Prairie  Downtown  Association 
(Business  Revitalization  Zone)  which 
had  over  250  member  businesses.  Pre- 
vious to  that  Mr.  Belanger  was  project 
co-ordinator  for  a  Heritage  Canada 
Main  Street  Program  in  Fort  Macleod. 

—  Old  Strathcona  Newsletter 
Volume  3,  April,  1988,  Number  2. 

OLD  STRATHCONA'S  JOB 
CREATION  PROGRAM 

Canada  Employment  and  Immi- 
gration Department  has  recognized  the 
Old  Strathcona  Foundation's  involve- 
ment in  that  Department's  Job  Creation 
Program  through  use  of  slides  and  a 
nation-wide  advertisement  featuring 
the  Foundation's  Building  Front 
Improvement  Program. 

—  Old  Strathcona  Newsletter 
Volume  3,  April,  1988,  Number  2 
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l^jC  alendar 
Ifp^of  Events 

HERITAGE  RALLY,  CALGARY 

Mark  Sunday,  October  2,  1988,  on 
your  calendar.  Now  come  and 
participate  in  Calgary's  first-ever 
heritage  Rally.  For  a  five  dollar  fee, 
you  will  receive  a  list  of  questions 
which  can  be  answered  by  close 
observation  of  some  of  our  older 
buildings. 

The  rally  will  originate  at  Fort 
Calgary  and  will  cover  parts  of 
Inglewood,  Stephen  Avenue  Mall  and 
the  Downtown  core. 

Several  heritage  organizations  are 
involved  in  organizing  the  Rally  but 
more-help  is  needed.  If  you  are 
interested  in  assisting,  call  Elise 
Corbet,  (403)  265-6589. 


FORT  CHIPEWYAN 
BICENTENNIAL  HOMECOMING 

To  celebrate  its  Bicentennial,  Fort 
Chipewyan  is  planning  a  Homecoming 
July  25th  to  31st,  1988.  The  program 
consists  of: 

Walking  and  Boating  Tours 

An  open  air  Religious  Service 

A  Monument  Hill  Picinic 

Banquet  and  dance 

Two  canoe  trips  are  also  planned 
during  the  month  of  August: 
August  16-20      Fort  McMurray  to 

Fort  Chipewyan 
August  22-25      Fort  Chipewyan  to 

Fort  Smith 

For  further  information  contact: 

The  Fort  Chipewyan 

Bicentennial  Society 
Box  65,  Fort  Chipewyan 
Alberta  TOP  1B0 
(403)  697-3602  or  697-3844 


FORT  CHIPEWY AN/FORT 
VERMILION  BICENTENNIAL 
CONFERENCE,  SEPTEMBER 
23-25,  1988 

To  honour  the  Bicentennial  Anni- 
versaries of  Fort  Chipewyan  and  Fort 
Vermilion,  the  Boreal  Institute  for 
Northern  Studies,  Alberta  Culture  and 
Multiculturalism  and  the  University  of 
Alberta  are  holding  a  joint  conference 
at  the  Provincial  Museum  of  Alberta, 
Edmonton,  September  23-25,  1988. 

Participants  at  the  conference  will 
include  native,  non-native  and  local 
residents  of  the  two  communities. 

The  objectives  of  the  conference  are 
to  promote  a  better  understanding  and 
interest  in  the  two  communities  and  to 
provide  a  basis  for  future  economic  and 
social  development  of  northern  com- 
munites. 

The  conference  will  open  with  a 
preview  of  the  Fort  Chipewyan  exhibit 
at  the  Provincial  Museum  September 
22,  1988,  from  8:00-10:00  p.m. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Dr.  R.  G.  Ironside,  Conference 

Chairman 
Boreal  Institute  for  Northern  Studies 
CW  401  Biological  Science  Bldg. 
University  of  Alberta  T6G  2E9 
(403)  432-4512 

or 

Anita  Moore,  Conference 

Co-ordinator, 
G  213  Biological  Science  Bldg. 
University  of  Alberta,  Edmonton 
T6G  2E9   (403)  432-4999 
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ALBERTA  HANDICRAFT  GUILD 

The  Alberta  Handicraft  Guild, 
Calgary  Branch,  is  holding  a  rug  camp 
at  the  Banff  Centre,  Banff,  September 
25-29,  1988. 

Exhibits  of  traditional  hooked  rugs 
and  other  craft  items  will  be  displayed. 

For  more  information 
telephone  249-3603  or  288-2962. 


POW  WOW  DAYS 
AND  FISH  DERBY 

Pow  Wow  Days  and  a  Blue  Feather 
Fish  Derby  will  be  held  July  28-August 
1,  1988,  at  Lac  La  Biche. 

The  four-day  event  features  one  of 
Canada's  largest  fish  derbies  and  an 
opportunity  to  experience  a  Metis  Pow 
Wow,  complete  with  fiddling  and 
jigging. 

For  information  contact: 
Alouisa  Freisen 
Lac  La  Biche  Tourist  Bureau 
Lac  La  Biche,  Alberta 
(403)  623-4323 


iV/Tanaging  our  Cities 

The  New  Collaboration 
Charlottetown  PEI  •  September  8-11, 1988 

Can 
We 
Talk? 

How  can  you  plan  a  community's 
growth  when  different  groups  have 
conflicting  needs? 

Join  planners,  developers,  city  offi- 
cials, and  citizen  groups  to  discuss 

the  latest  trends  in  city  manage- 
ment. A  full  programme  of  debates, 
workshops  and  exhibits.  All  this, 
plus  lobster  feasts,  Dinner  in  His- 
toric Homes  and  Anne  of  Green 
Gables! 

This  is  the  conference  you  don't 
want  to  miss. 

For  more  information 
Heritage  Canada 
15th  Annual  conference 
P.O.  Box  1358,  Station  B 
Ottawa.  Ontario  KIP  5R4 
(613)  237-1066 


Books 


Fort  Vermilion:  History  in  Our  Vast 
Trading  North 

Fort  Vermilion:  People  in  Our  Vast 
Trading  North 

A  two- volume,  hardcover  set  of 
approximately  500  pages  per  book:  one 
a  general  history  and  the  other  a  family 
history  of  Fort  Vermilion  and  District. 
Published  by  the  Fort  Vermilion  and 
District  Bicentennial  Association. 
Price:  $38.00  per  book.  The  books  may 
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be  bought  as  a  set  or  individually. 
Contact:  Fort  Vermilion  and  District 
Bicentennial  Association,  Box  1788, 
Fort  Vermilion,  Alberta  T0H  1N0, 
(403)  927-4603. 

Calgary  Heritage  Network  1988 
Directory  An  up-to-date  directory  of 
heritage  sites,  museums  and  heritage 
organizations  in  the  city  of  Calgary. 
Published  by  Calgary  Heritage  Net- 
work. Copies  are  available  at  the 


Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foun- 
dation, 102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E., 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6.  Phone 
(403)  297-7320. 

For  Devon's  Sake  —  A  history  of  the 
town  of  Devon.  Devon's  history,  as  a 
settlement  goes  back  only  forty  years 
and  many  of  the  stories  are  first  hand 
reminiscences  of  the  original  towns- 
people. Price  $25.00  plus  $5.00  ship- 
ping and  handling  charges.  Contact: 
Fred  Holman,  Box  638,  Devon, 
Alberta  T0C  1E0.  Telephone:  (403) 
987-3800. 

Inventory  of  Fluted  Point  Occur- 
rences In  Alberta  compiled  by  Eugene 
M.  Gryba,  is  now  in  the  Foundation's 
library,  102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E., 
Calgary,  or  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Archaeological  Survey  of  Alberta,  Old 
St.  Stephen's  College,  8820  -  112  St., 
Edmonton  T6G  2P8.  (403)  427-2355. 
Reminisce  With  Friedenstal  —  A 
history  of  Fairview  and  District.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Friedenstal  Historical 
Society,  Fairview.  Price  $35.00  plus 
$2.50  mailing  charge.  Contact:  The 
Friedenstal  Historical  Society,  Box  8, 
Fairview,  Alberta  T0H  1L0. 
Vulcan:  The  Making  of  a  Prairie 
Community,  by  Paul  Voisey  (Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Press,  341  pages, 
$18.95  paperback,  $37.50  hardcover). 
This  is  not  merely  a  descriptive  local 
history  but  one  that  investigates  some 
of  the  more  controversial  issues  of  this 
community.  Available  in  most  book- 
stores. 

New  Findings  on  Paul  Kane  —  Pro- 
fessor I.  S.  MacLaren,  a  member  of  the 
Foundation,  has  recently  published 
some  interesting  findings  on  the  early 
traveller/painter/writer  Paul  Kane  in 
Canadian  Literature  Nos.  113-14 
(Summer/Fall  1987)  pp.  179-205, 
entitled  "Notes  Towards  A  Re- 
consideration of  Paul  Kane's  Art  and 
Prose." 

professor  MacLaren  argues  that 
Kane's  watercolours  may  well  be  less 


spontaneous  than  they  are  normally 
considered  to  be  and  through  an  exam- 
ination of  the  handwriting  of  manu- 
scripts and  logbooks,  suggests  that 
Kane  himself  probably  did  not  write  his 
Wanderings  of  an  Artist  Among  the 
Indians  of  North  America. 

Canadian  Literature  is  available  in 
many  libraries,  or  by  purchase  at 
2029  West  Mall,  University  of  British 
Columbia,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
V6T  1W5. 


St.  David's  Day 
1/3/88 

Dear  Friends: 

I  thought  you  should  like  to  know 
that  in  1924  the  Flatiron  Building 
pictured  on  the  Vol.  11,  Number  1, 
Winter,  1988  Cornerstone  was  called 
The  Adelphi  Hotel.  At  Christmas  time, 
1924,  I  was  travelling  from  Alberta 
College  South  (now  known  as  St. 
Stephen's  College)  to  visit  my  sister 
near  Erskine.  I  had  missed  one  train 
(C.P.R.),  which  left  Edmonton  at  7:30 
because  I'd  no  alarm  clock  and  didn't 
wake  on  time.  The  cook  lent  me  her 
alarm  clock  so  I  made  it  next  day. 

But  when  the  train  arrived  at 
Lacombe,  the  train  from  Stettler  was 
late  by  six  hours  because  the  snowplow 
hadn't  cleared  the  track  of  two  days  of 
snow  and  winds.  So  I  stayed  at  the 
Adelphi.  That  was  the  week  a  grain 
elevator  in  Lacombe  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  was  still  smoldering. 

I  reached  Erskine  about  8:00  p.m. 
My  sister  and  her  husband  drove  me 
home  six  miles  north  of  Erskine, 
through  the  fields  as  the  roads  were  too 
drifted  even  for  horses. 

Sincerely, 

Vi  Hopkins  (Peace  River) 
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MODEST 
HERITAGE  IN 
FORT  MACLEOD 


Submitted  by 
Donna  Coulter,  Fort  Macleod 

Sitting  at  the  back  of  a  grassy  lot  in 
Fort  Macleod  is  a  rather  inconspicuous 
shed  which  nevertheless  draws  the 
viewer's  eye  for  a  second  look,  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the  few  remain- 
ing log  structures  standing  within  the 
town's  boundaries.  The  rectangular, 
one-storey  shed  was  apparently  con- 
structed around  1907  by  Pietro 
Giovanni  (Jack)  Mensaghi,  an  Italian 
immigrant  who  came  to  Macleod  from 
New  York  by  rail  in  that  year.  He  soon 
found  a  job  at  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  roundhouse  in  town.  Some 
time  shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  erected 
the  small  structure  on  the  south  end  of  a 
lot  that  was  at  that  time  already 
occupied  by  a  simple,  two-room,  turn- 
of-the-century  wood-frame  residence. 
The  materials  he  used  were  mostly 
scavenged  from  whatever  was 
available  for  free,  thus  CPR  rail  ties 
were  the  chief  construction  material. 
The  roughly-built  mortar-chinked, 
square  log  walls  are  plainly  pieced 
together  with  ties  five  feet  long. 

Mr.  Mensaghi  moved  into  the  tiny 
log  structure  and  lived  there  until  he 
was  able  to  purchase  the  lot  and  the 
house  sitting  on  it  for  one  hundred 
dollars.  Soon  after,  he  brought  his  wife 
and  daughter  to  Canada,  and  the  family 
moved  into  the  residence,  to  which  was 
added  a  bedroom.  The  log  structure 
was  demoted  to  the  role  of  storage 
shed,  where  wood  and  coal  were  kept. 

When  the  Mensaghis  built  a  new 
house,  their  first  property  was  sold  to 
Angelo  (Jack)  Palazzo,  another  Italian- 
born  CPR  employee,  in  about  1914. 
Mr.  Palazzo 's  wife  came  to  Macleod  in 


1921,  and  an  adopted  son  arrived  in 
1950.  The  family  lived  in  the  house 
until  the  early  1960's,  when  Mr. 
Palazzo  passed  away.  A  few  years 
later,  the  property  was  sold. 

In  the  mid-seventies  the  new  owner 
tore  down  the  old  house  leaving  the 
shed  intact.  It  has  undergone  little 
change  over  the  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  repairs  —  a  new  layer  of  tar- 
paper  on  the  roof,  and  a  great  deal  of 
weathering.  Sitting  alone  at  the  back  of 
the  lot,  which  is  empty  except  for  a 
rusted,  long-handled  water  pump 
standing  near  the  centre  of  the  property, 
the  little  shed  evokes  images  of  Fort 
Macleod's  beginnings  and  of  the 
immigrants  who  made  the  town  their 
home. 

Photo  Credit:  Donna  Coulter 
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